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Investment Hopes Undimmed by Pandemic Disruption

Despite the challenges of managing restrictions that ebb and flow with the course
of the COVID-19 pandemic — not to mention ongoing trading uncertainty around
Brexit — UK business leaders remain optimistic about investment prospects at home
and abroad, as their responses to our latest pulse reveal:

Q Insights at a glance:

* There is plenty of confidence that investment will grow post-Brexit as the UK
becomes an increasingly attractive prospect for countries facing major challenges
of their own, closer to home

* The UK dominates investment expectations, with almost half of our CEO
respondents declaring it their main focus of interest for 2021

For businesses in some sectors the US, India and China present the most significant
opportunities as they look to hedge their established investments

As businesses of every shape and variety Rule Britannia
navigate their own survive-and-thrive
journeys through the COVID age, our
snapshot of investment interest among
UK CEOs anticipates a dedicated focus on
home territory in 2021.

For some CEOs, the Brexit promise of
free trade is central to their interest in

the UK market. Others expect the UK to
strengthen its position as an international
investment target.

Perhaps this isn’t surprising at a moment of
peak uncertainty around the nature of post-
Brexit trade deals — not only with Europe,
but also globally. But while 49% of our
respondents have their eyes firmly fixed on
the domestic market there is considerable
international interest in some sectors, with
Europe, the US, China and India registering
11%. Australia and individual Asian
countries including Vietnam, Malaysia,
Thailand, Singapore and Indonesia also
received specific mention. Continued overleaf >

says one respondent
from the property sector.
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This CEO adds:

A CEO from the technology sector notes an
influx of investment from the Middle East,
adding:

Sector-specific matters qualify some
expectations. The head of one energy
business, for example, simply says:

Charitable interests

For organisations in the charity sector
on the other hand, investment must be
balanced with the scope of the business.

says a tertiary
sector leader.

Another charity CEO also expresses a vote
of confidence in the US, for its
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Meanwhile, the growing Indian market is
being watched closely by decision makers
in the renewables and business services
sectors. One CEO declares:

If China is seen as a problematic source of
investment by some business leaders, it
remains a focal player in the minds of
others, as a CEO from the catering and
hospitality sector explains:

The same CEO concludes:

The overwhelming conclusion is that
despite the continuing impact of

those troublesome twins — Brexit and
COVID - on business strategy, the
vision of CEOs remains open to the full
potential of domestic and international
investment. We can all take heart from
their optimism.
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